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PRICE 
IS TOO HIGH 


TTO association of Members 
of Hornsey College of Art have 
put aut a ‘study paj^r q „ 

The Reasons for a Rf solution. 

In brief what ^lappencd is 
that since 1957 a senes of govern¬ 
ment comroittto have .reorganised 
art education, in order to make it a 
resf^ctable, bourgeois systen: pj-Q. 
fessional training, and to eliminate 
the element of Bohemiatilsm always 
associated hitherto with art colleges. 

In practice this has meant the 
introduction of stifl; examinations 


I 
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L awyers working in the field of 

rodustnal injury benefit claim to 
ootjce that time they wrest Inda^- 

trial Inran^ or I>isabiHt>^ money from the 
Ministry of Sk>cial Security the Ministry 
changes the Regulations under which 
the Indnsrtrial Injuries Act 194S is 
administered. 

An old rule, humanitarian in its eflcct, 
was that which applied to ‘paired organs'. 
Tot instance a man, who had lost an eye 
in the war* who later lost the other eye 
at work received benefit as though both 
eyes—as 'paired organs—had been lost 
or damaged industrially. Lately the 
yiinistry has taken to disputing the 
'paimi' nature of organs. They say 
either that the stricken part is not an 
'organ' or that it is not “paired*: They 
have mised d^cultics in this way about 
hands and ears. 

The Industrial JnjuTy Act of 1946 re¬ 
placed the old Worltm^'s Compensation 
Acts and it was hoped that under the 
new law workers would not need to 
grapple with the law, probably in an cu- 
fceblfid state, lo coZorex and irf«wii»-i5he/r 


that they^ agreed to help her and retained 
a top lawyer at their own expense to 
fight the case. He claimed that (a> the 
pncumocconiosis had weakened the man 
so that he got cancer: (b) the catisc of 
death could not be so precisely defined 
in a very sick man: (c) pticumocconiosis 
masked the cancer Jong enough to make 
it unoperabJe and mcumble. He won the 
case. The woman now enjoys a mini¬ 
scule pension (less than £2 a week) and 
receives ^ free tons of coal a year. 

When Aneurin Be van first started the 
Health Service, the Industrial Fund, to 
■which all contribute who pay Class 1 
insurance stamps, was indeed an 'actuarial 
fiction*. He could honestly claim in 1947 
that there is no fund'. It was all paid out 
in bcnc.fit. Today the balance of the Fund 
stands (March 51.1967—latest figure avail¬ 
able) at £335 million. The Ministry is 
proud of this and im-cstments arc made 
from the Fund in stocks and bonds. The 
money would be better invested in 
human liyes and the alleviation <?£ 
suffering. 



tional courses, whjeh tends to create 
a class division; 

(3) inhc rcplaccntcnt of the linear 
system of courses by some more 
flexible system: 

(4) Abolition of the academie 
standard of success and failure: 

(5) A very hjg:h degree of student 
participation in the organisation of 
work and of the college as a whole, 
up to the highest level 

At present the response of 
authority has been one of blind un¬ 
reason and intimidation. Security 


don’t let the 
bastards 
grind you 
down 


. _ _ _____ . . . . . . 

'._ cf ^c^al Literature. Sociolojty! 
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defy the Tmt! iu the street to know his 
kt alcmc obt^ them. 

An ex-^miner from South Wales, suffer* 
tng from pncumoocouiosiSr cutensd 
hospital for a check-up, Tbe X-ray 
showed that be bad cancer of tbe lung. 
He died shortly afterwards and the cause 
of death was given as cancer. >Tbc 
Ministry refu^ bis wife a pension be¬ 
cause be was held to have died from 
cancer, not from pneumocconiosts for 
which thej' must accept responsibility. 
The widow went to the local Union 
Branch who were so shocked by tbe case 


Security under Mris. Judiffi Hart is’ su^r* 
ing from a galloping case of reaction. 
Marginal cases seem increasing^'' certain 
to be decided in a way iuimicablc to the 
interests of the worker injured at work. 
Even a largo and skilled union like the 
AEFWU only reckons to win something 
over half its cases at law. 

And it is beyond doubt that where the 
Ministry is disputing the right to benefit 
or the amount of benefit to be paid, no 
one can afford to go it alone. The price 
is too high, 

Mdvica Foot. 


The 28th May Movement 


THE 28ffi MAY MOVEMtENT 
if figioimt vieticnnaitioo of stmfoits ejr 
staff resulting froin posifivc action in 
jnipport oT a revolution in otir ednea^ 
tion 

H ufsaiitst tbe cretiaovt aftlttide of tbot^ 
local anidKirities wlio nnplpy privalc 
Mcority pcr^iHMl and docs Cnmed 
in savs^cery. 

|5 against tbe society of mnferiatesm that 
alienates one man from another by 
Ibe encouTaceiuefif of professional 
Jiierardiies. 

is acahist tbe values of coosawser ecoop- 
nHtcs tlial suborditiBie educational 
values and the creative spirit to die 
pattera of the proRiotioii of com* 
EDOdi^ and profts, 
is for the Jutect^^ of fbe artist into 
^lety as a valued cotitrlbiHor to tbe 


social good. 

is for the voke of those who receive 
education being io^truincatal In de¬ 
ciding the form of that education, 

H for freedom of expression, 
k for meamngful democra<y replacing 
the present master^^sindent relation* 
^Pt real securi^ of grants and place 
not dependent upon the political 
wtiinis of the part-time politicians of 
tbe local authorities. 


and a .ri^c! currii^um. and ihe 
ffrafijng on 

Psychology 

and in particular Art Hfstoiy* ■which 
are burdensome, in^vant and 
retrograde. 

The idea is to make the new 
national Art I^ploma (the Diploma 
in Art arid Design, or Dip.A.D:) the 
equivalent to a university degree. 

Ajt however is so very much a 
personal and emotional thing, and 
new techniques are coming in at 
such a rate, that it is impossible to 
tie art education down in this way, 
without smothering creative talent 
and leading to an unbearable feel¬ 
ing of frustration. Hence the pro* 
tests in the art s^rhools in Hornsey 
and Guildford, which are not merely 
efforts to imitate student revolts on 
the Continent. 

The association of art with 
Bohemianism is not a mere accident. 
A more fluid and flexible system of 
art teaching is needed, '^e study 
paper presents the following sugges* 
tions: 

(1) The abolition of the existing 
GLX requirements for admission 
into art colleges: 

(2) The abolition of the distinc¬ 
tion between Diploma and Voca¬ 


JSSISB 8T HMttOA 


guards with clubs and dogs have 
ibeeA “called m Gyuldfoii" Gtanfs 

believed to have been active in the 
protest movement. 

‘Alderman Herbert McGregor, 
chairman, told the Kent Education 
Committee that representations had 
been made to the Association" of 
Education Committees in an effort 
to get reports without delay of 
individuals concerned in such dis- 
turi>ances. 

‘He pointed out in a special state¬ 
ment that among the grounds for 
withdrawing a grant (and Kent's 
■ contribution to students' support is 
about £2 million a year) was ‘‘where, 
after consultation with the academic 
authorities, the committee are 
satisfied that an award holder has 
shown himself by Ms conduct to be 
unfitted to hold an award''. 

'After three recent incidents in¬ 
volving students at Hull University, 
Hornsey College of Art and London 
University, specific inquiries had 
been made, said Aid. McGregor. 
‘Tt is not of course for us to receive 
our information in this way," he 
added, ‘‘and we have made represen¬ 
tation to the Association of Educa¬ 
tion Committees to request that local 
education authorities ^ given infor¬ 


mation in cases of this kind without 
delay." He felt university manage¬ 
ments were often weak, seeking too 
quickly to appease the youngsters 
rather than risk damage to university 
buildings. He would rather have the 
damage done and parents made to 
pay, if that were necessary, rather 
than backing down to the students.' 

^ At Hornsey the authorities closed 
the coUege on Saturday, a notice 
being put up on the main door, 
closing the college until further 
notice. It said that no one could 
enter the building without permis¬ 
sion from the clerk of the council, 
the chief education officer or the 
college principal. The next term 
would start on ‘a date to be 
announced'. Facilities would be 
available for the commission to in¬ 
vestigate staff and student grievances 
during the vacation, but students 
claimed this, to be a breach of their 
agreement with the governors, who 
were to give access to the college to 
hold talks and present evidence to 
the commission. Some students said 
they would try to re-occupy the 
building. 

The Association of Teachers in 
Techmeal Colleges, representing 
more than 100 Hornsey staff, have 
protested stron^y to Harin^y 
Borough Council against possible 
victimisation of students and staff 
next term. The number of part-time 
staff will be reduced next term, and 
the council plans to end all full-time 
staff, contracts, on December 31, and 


indastiial design department is to be 
cut down. No first-year students are 
to be accepted for the department 
next year' Militants see this as an 
attempt to destroy the department, 
from which came many of the stu¬ 
dents and staff most active in the 
May 28 takeover. 

Students at the Guildford School 
of Art were last night threatening 
to go back on their acceptance of 
the peace plan put to them by the 
board of governors. They feel they 
have no guarantee of no victimisa¬ 
tion, Those who have been active 
in the movement have been told they 
will have to apply for readmission 
in September, 

Students at the School of Oriental 
and African Studies have said that 
Scotland Yard have tried to recruit 
students as spies. A Middle East 
student was asked to infiltrate radi¬ 
cal movements and report on 
planned sit-ins and demonstrations. 
Tbe police said they had interviewed 
thousands of students from all over 
the country. Evidently the authori' 
ties are worried by the situation! 

A.W.U, 


CRISIS AT THE ROUNDiUSE 


SUPPORT 
GUILDFORD 
STUDENTS! 


Art Sdiook and the open 
conference for refftuokioK art iwd 
ediKatiion« held al the *Ro«UKllK><rte’ on 
S, % Jlh. 

A rt education is in a cRiSJts. 

SiudcoU aod staff at 35 art colleges 
Have partccTpated in some fomj of action 
aad throughout the country students have 
begurt to atitalysc their 'miliett'. In order 


Read! Buy! Distribute! 
ANARCHY 89 

‘The May Days in France’ 


to consolidate our pt^sitioOn ^labJish con¬ 
tact and to plan action we called an octtn 
conferenoe for everyone concerned wUh 
vt education. 

The conference demanded that the 
people in the colleger 
sponsibility and govern collcgea: 
therefore art colleges sht^ld be auto¬ 
nomous and financed bj' direct govern¬ 
ment grants. Existing exa^'^wtions and 
qualifications were redund^^'f- Sir John 
Summerson, an adviser Depart¬ 
ment of Education and talked 

of the possibility of cstahh^hlng a few 
‘free* expcfimental art KoweverK 

our common experience ^hat full 
undefxUnding between and 

governed was impossible- adminis¬ 
trators by nature ol theiJ' were 

reactionary, untrustworthy politically 
more able than we were. . 
covered our creative was 


damperted when wc began to talk their 
language: that is arbitration and legalLstre 
negotiation with grey j^ptc who use old 
methods of calcgoTixation, alienation and 
elimination. 

Most student bodies bypassed the 
obsolete structures of the students* unions 
and formed student action committees on 
the stud toyshop floor. At the conference 
many people realised for the fi.rst time 
tbe wider implications of 'active demo¬ 
cracy': of one sector of the community 
determining Its own future and the signi¬ 
ficance of cducatioml change to society. 

We envisaged an open multi-faculty, 
comprehensive, ants - university^ with 
wage-paid members and an cdUCTtional 
policy based on developing a critically- 
thinking whole people, rather than the 
present system which produce.' speciatist 
producers of decadent gallery art teachers 
or tooth paste advertisers* The altema- 


live system is structured on a tutorial 
.system, the 'Shuttleworth educational 
core' and a network system of inde¬ 
pendent localities where expertise and 
faeilities are available. The institution 
of further education we foresee as be¬ 
coming the creative and critical foci of 
society and the environment. 

Aarr Stueett, 


Revolutionary 

Festival 

Saturday July 20th 

7 . 30 — 9.30 pm 

Trafalgar ^uara 






























books ? 

we can supply 
any book in print 

SECONDHAND 

We have a large slock of secondhand 
books. Try us for what you want. This 
week’s selection. 

Travels of a RepuliUcaii Kiidi€;il 
111 Search of Hot Water 

H. G, Wells (Penguin 1st cdn.) 5/- 
Holy Dcufllnek A. P, Herbert 3/- 

Daedalus: Science and the Euturc 
(1923) J. B. S, Haldane 3/- 

Frank llarrh Hugh Kingsmill 3/-' 

Haniiri; or the Future of £\plorattoii 

J. Leslie Mitchell 3/- 
Psyclio-Analysis for Normal People 

Geraldine Coster 3/- 
Democracy: An American Novel 

[Henr^^ Adams] paperback 3/- 
Portrait in Grey 

Norman Howarth Hignett 4/- 
The Forge Arturo Barca 3/- 

Duiker Hay Maurice Goldman 3/6 
Tfic Old ives’ Tale Arnold Bennett 4/- 
Docfor HcidenhofV's Process 

Edward Bellamy 4/- 

Chrisimas Holiday 

W. Somerset Maugham 3/- 
A Time to Live and a Time to Die 

Erich Maria Remarque 3/- 
Not in our Stars Edward Hyams 3/6 
Ebb and Flood James Hanley 3/- 

Playtinic in Russia (1935) 

Marie Rambert, Ethel Mannin* etc. 3/6 
The Fall of Valour Charles Jackson 7/6 
A Shropshire Lad 

A. E. Housman (pocket edn.) 3/- 
Thc Call of the Wild Jack London 3/- 

(Postage extra) 


Freedom Bookshop 



We’ve l^oved 


Editorial ntfiee open to editorial con¬ 
tributors Friday^ July 19, 6-8 p.ot. 

Monday, July 22, 2-H p.m. 

Telephone: BEShopsgate 3015, 

New lempoTaTV address; ___ 

84a WHITECHAPEL HIGH STREET, 
c/o Express Printers, 

(entrance Angel Alley), 
WHITECHAPEL, E.l. 

(Underground: Aldgate East, Exit: 
Whitechapel Art Gallery. Turn right 
on emerging from station.) 


Temporary opening times: 
Tuesday-Friday, 2-6 p,ni. 
Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 



FREEDOM PRESS 

are the publishers 

of the monthly magazine 

ANARCHY 

and the weekly journal 

FREEDOM 

specimen copies will 

be gladly sent on request. 


Subscription Rates 

FREEDOM only (j>cr year): 

£l lOa. (S4.50) auiiacc mail 
£2 I6i. ($8,00) airmail 

ANARCHY only (per year): 

£1 6i. (53.50) surface mail 
£2 7i. ($7.00) airmad 

COMBINED SUBSCRIPTION 
FREEDOM Sc ANARCHY (per year): 
£2 lOs. ($7.50) surface mail both 
£4 3 5s. ($12.50) airmail both 

PUBLICATIONS include 

Malatesta's 

ANARCHY 1/- (post 3d.) 

Berkman*s , 

ABC of ANARCHISM 2/6 (+5d.) 
Rockers 

KATJONALISM AND 
CULTURE 21/- (-H4/6) 

Richards' 

MALATESTA: His Life and Ideal. 
Cloth bound 21/- (4-1/3); 
paper 10/6 (+ 1 /-) 

Bakunin's 

MARXISM, FREEDOM and the 
STATE 7/6 ( hSd.) 

Berne ri's 

NEITHER EAST or WEST 6/- { + 9d) 
Woodcock's 

THE WRITER Sc POLITICS 7/6 
Voline's 

NINETEEN-SEVENTEEN 
(The Russian Revolution 
Betrayed) 12/6 (+1/-) 
and 

Annual Volumes of Selectiom from 

FREEDOM 1952-1964 

each year's volume 7/6 (+1/-) 

Full list on application. 


P ERHAPS the most illuminating, if 
rather depressing, way of studying 
the psychological functioning of oppres¬ 
sion is to observe its public manifestation 
in the miniature arena, If Blackburn is 
a reasonably representative small indus¬ 
trial town then the future seems pretty 
black for the place is occupied by poli¬ 
tical gangsters who arc utterly mad. 

That the Chief Constable of Blackburn 
plays with toy trains is a sign of 
immaturity rather than insanity and the 
traditional stupidity of those who need 
to create fantasies of self-importance in 
the drab pathetic ring of the local poli¬ 
tical circus is but another harmless game. 

It is dilTicult not to feel pity for, and 
consequently display much tolerance to, 
those sad creatures who dress up in fancy 
drag and dredge a little glamour into 
their empty lives by acting out a pretend 
political play* Yet when these poor 
grown men and women with the minds 
of children not only take themselves 
seriously but begin to inflict their lunacy 
upon the population they cease to be 
jolly idiots and become instead madmen 
whose mindless folly constitutes a danger 
to all. As long as they stay contained in 
the protective gossip sheets and vicarage 
garden parlies it would be cruel to deny 
these lost children a little indulgent 
charity but once they escape into the 
adult world of actualiscd reality it is the 
sane who need protection. 

Some years ago several paranoic in¬ 
mates grew bored with pufTer-lrains and 
emerged from their council-chamber in¬ 
stitution to seek new games to amuse 
and while away their bleak hours. First 
they played houses and decided that a 
considerable proportion of Blackburn's 
terraced streets should go under the 
mighty bulldozers. To tcasingly surprise 
inhabitants they chose not to reveal 
exactly which properly was destined to 
revert to dust and continued to give 
modernisation grants to those lucky citi¬ 
zens concerned. Almost as soon as they 
had installed posh bathroom suites and 
built kitchen extensions, and spent their 
life savings doing so, the playful lunatics 
surprised them with compulsory purchase 
orders. Kindly, they gave site-value for 
all the newly restored pr<’iperly and the 
touching offer of accommodation in 
luxury" flats at a "reasonable' rent. Then 
they began erecting vast barrack squares 
and skyscraper warrens in which to house 
the refugees. From friendly neighbour¬ 
hoods and warm companionship they 
came to be blessed with impersonal lone¬ 
liness and unaccustomed isolation. The 
.^cnev olent Hmatics even provided lifts; 
willed nOToiighTtai 'atrrrcTloh^—provmecT 
play-spacc for kids for miles around. 
They also saw that each tenement had a 
community staircase in which the 
wandering drunk could relieve his bladder 
in limes of desperation. Over the suffer¬ 
ing years they have periodically raised 
the rents of these unmonastic cells to 
pay for the high cost of lowm demolition 
and community incarceration. 

After a decent interval of mourning or 
an ofTicia] doze a most cunning nutter 


The lolly Lunatics 


had the splendid 

and a cosily new indoor one constructed. 

Regulations <)rdarn<;<^ ^ 

could not be sold. course the rents 
were very high as blocks of 

shops springing up, and many traders had 
to pack in and those that survived put 
their prices up w greedy land¬ 

lord. All those tenement dwellers, who 
now paid a high weekly rent and not just 
the rates (which had also risen astrono¬ 
mically), had to rnoTC for their 

weekly groceries. Ah, but the fat jolly 
lunatics had now much more money to 
spend on having fun. 

Soon the scholarly librarian had the 
clever idea that the town could do with 
an airport to liven things up by provid¬ 
ing lots of noise. This didn't come about 
Like their application for a university. 
At one time they thought a site near 
Blackpool pleasure gardens offered the 
only serious alternative, because it 
sounded a belter joke, but Lancaster did 
a little poaching and landed that cultural 
prize. Failing a university then a natural 
museum would have to sufTicc. Surround¬ 
ing woodlands were subjected to official 
vandalism on an unprecedented scale. 


Gangs of nazi thugs (boy scouts and 
outward-bound types) armed with cor¬ 
poration axes were unleashed upon pre¬ 
viously secluded tranquil spots and now 
numbered nameplates direct the would-be 
nature-lover down neat paths, past trees 
with chopped branches and labels reading 
'wild-apple' or ‘English-oak\ They have 
as yet neglected to pul these exhibits 
under glass. The best jape of all was to 
make all the streets one-way and to 
reverse the direction of some existing 
one-way roads to add to the confusion. 
The Chief Constable put away his engines 
on the first day of this new system and 
strolled round the town to watch the fun. 
It is rumoured strongly that the jolly 
lunatics are working on other systems 
of genocide which will be put into opera¬ 
tion just as soon as they have killed all 
the pedestrians off. 

All things reach a peak and climax 
there has to be, and what better than a 
flying visit of Her Majesty The Queen- 
For months the banks and shops and 
buildings got sandblasted and cleaned, 
flowers grown or transplanicd and soli¬ 
citors ordered to restore Georgian offices 
to (heir former state of grandeur, so as 


not to dismay the regal gaze The route 
carefully planned and the fateful day 
arrives. Schoolchildren are marched out 
into the pouring rain with sodden flags 
Managers at the doors, staff at the win¬ 
dows, workers at ease. So the order goes. 
All traffic is suspended so that the royal 
party can glide up the one-way streets 
the wrong w'ay. The party is ahead of 
schedule and hardy patriots arrive 
drenched too late. Her Majesty blinks 
and misses months of scrubbing grey 
buildings white. She struts up the 
Georgian block talking and sees naught 
Jolly lunatics are presented and the royal 
personage departs. 

The Chief Constable returns to his toy 
trains, the Bishop back to his study to 
pen protests about sexy television plays, 
the librarian retires to doze in his office 
and the mayor drives up and down the 
motorway in a new Rolls Roycc. Yet the 
rales and the rents and the prices in the 
shops rise still. Old ladies die a lonely 
death. How soon before those harmlTO 
madmen grow bored and become deadly 
dangerous again? 

Dave Cunliffe. 


COVENTRY CROSS STAGE OEMO 


F ollowing a general meeting of the 
Coventry Cross Tenants* Action 
Committee on Wednesday last, a demon¬ 
stration was held on Sunday, July 14. 

The turnout for the demo was excel¬ 
lent, considering that it was the first 
effort. Most people carried banners with 
slogans like M^overty Cross' and ‘Meet 
the lodger'— with a picture of a rat. The 
destinations decided upon were (1) the 
home of Councillor Branigan, a local 
GLC councillor;* (2) the District Housing 
Office in Commercial Road, and (3) the 
house of another GLC councillor, in 
Canning Town, 

The aims of the demo were to publi¬ 
cise the conditions at The Cross, to gain 
support from local people, and to em- 
hdjrj^^ local -Tfunt jiUors who for some 
Ttme TiacJ elm* — 

action wouldj;be taken to improve their 
conditions. \ 

Whether the first two aims were 
successful remains to be seen, but the 
third aim was undoubtedly achieved, 
when the tenants called upon Cllr. Brani¬ 
gan at about '3,45 p.m. He appeared at 
his front door slightly dishevelled and 
bleary eyed, to tel! the crowd. 'You've 
woken me from my Sunday afternoon 
nap.' He refused to speak to the crowd, 


so it was decided to march on and again 
call upon him on the return march to 
The Cross. 

The demo continued to the District 
Housing Office, where the tenants" charter 
(see 'Tenants In Revolt' in last week"s 
Freedom), was nailed to the door, and 
then on to Councillor F. Boyce, who 
happened, fortuitously, to have gone out 
for the afternoon. However, the crowd 
did manage to attract the attention of his 
neighbours, who will no doubt want to 
know what two hundred people were 
doing abusing him in his absence. 

On the long, slow trudge back to 
Coventry Cross we again called in on 
Cllr Branigan, who was again quite 
surprised and seemingly annoyed that he 
was receiving so much attention. This 

to ik£ier _ 

listening to the tenants' reprtseniaiivcs. 
The main point of his argument was that, 
while agreeing with the tenants that their 
conditions should be radically changed, 
he, as a Labour councillor, was power¬ 
less amidst a Conservative majority on 
the GLC. 

When asked why he could not exert 
pressure on the District Housing Officer, 
he replied that he had done so, but to no 
avail. Phis was greeted with cries of 


derision, and as it was obvious that no¬ 
thing more could be achieved by arguing 
with him on his doorstep, he was chal¬ 
lenged to attend the next General 
Meeting of ihe tenants, to be held on 
Wednesday, to which he agreed. 

After Branigan's agreement to a con¬ 
frontation, the demo marched on to 
Coventry Cross, where a committee 
meeting was held in the local pub. It 
was agreed that the march had been a 
success, but that it should be followed up 
immediately with something more drama¬ 
tic, and a suggestion was made that a 
few of the more militant tenants should 
picket, and, if necessary, stage a sit-in 
at the home of the Chairman of the 
GLC Housing Committee, H. Cutler, at 
Gerrards Cross. 

This wa* iijianimousJy agreed upon, 
the only question raised being one con- " 
cerning money, as a coach would have to 
be hired to take the tenants to Gerrards 
Cross. A fund is being raised amongst 
the tenants themselves, and the East 
London Libertarian Group is helping by 
paying for leaHets, but if any comrades 
feci they could help financially, would 
they please send money to Mrs. Farns¬ 
worth, 123 Coventry Cross, Bromley-by- 
Bow, London, E.3 Trevor Tackles. 


Anarchist Federation of Britain 


Generiiil t:nt|ui!rit;.s sbould l>e 'icnl to Ihe Loodon Federation, 
c/o Freedon» tWa WhUechapeJ Ifigli Street, 

London, E.l. 

LEWISHAM, Contact Mike Malet, 61B Gran¬ 
ville Hark. Lewisham, London, S.E.JJ. Phone: 

01-852 H87y. 

EAtlNC ANARCHIST GROUP, Get into 
touch with Ken Kine. 54 Norwood Road, 
Southall, 

FINCH'S (PORTOBELLO ROAD) ANARCHIST 
CROUP. Contacts Pamela Pcarcc. 271 PoriobclJo 
Road, W.IK Meetings every Wednesday evening 
M FincJi's. 

S.W, LONDON LIBERTARIANS, Contact: 14 
Oapham Court, King's Avenue (Acre Lane end), 

S.W 4 

WEST HAM ANARCHISTS, Contact Stephen 
Higgt. 8 Wcbtbury Road, Forest Gale, London, 

B,7. GKA 9848. Regular aciiviUcs. Meetings 
every Wednesday, 7.30 p.m., at 'J'ony Gay's, 109 
l-asi Road, PiaiMow. I ondon, E.13 (2 min.s. 
Phnstow Stulionj 


OFF-CENTRE LONDON 
DISCUSSION MEETINGS 

f.vcry WcdncTtday at Jack Robinson's and Mary 
r jnitM'h, 21 Rumbold Road. S.W 6 tolF King's 
Ho ad) I 8 p.m. 

Meeting* at Uonald and Irene Kooutn's arc 
HU HOC no ed u 11 11 li Se 111 einhc r. 

3rd I riday of each mr^nth at Dennis Fen's, JI4 
Si Paul's Road, Hijyflibury Corner* N 1 tahove 
R ou n cl a I m ut Sc 11 -Se r v ice) 

REGIONAL FEDERATIONS 
AND GROUPS 

AfiLRDI'FN ANARt flJSI J FIJI KA HON CSWP 
local yroup, J"Olk Song Work^tiup ttriJ L'ornmiUeo 
of H)b, Coll pier Cl irnhing rJub) f Contact Jain 
Mucf Joriald, 15 Colton ,Slf'cet, Aberdeen 
BLXITV PFAt F At TION GROUP. Enquiries 
10 t50 Rydul Drive, ttc^ileybcBlh, Kent 
BIRMINGHAM IJIIEKIAKJAN AMI ANAK^ 
( Ills I GROUP. All anarchists. syndlcallit», 
individitglUts, etc., please Loniaci Geufl and 
CftioUne Chariton. 32 Swindon Road PdghasUHi, 
Birin High am 17 (near Portland Rnad). Note pew 
address. 

HOf fUN, Cfci ill t<iuch witli John 1 Layejt* 51 
Rydal Ktiad. 11(4 lim 

flOURM-MOTTMl AND FAST DORSKr 
ANARf IIJS'IS. Please t-nnlnct John McC ain, 
65 Norlun Knudi, Winton. Ilournernonth ni'rn'th 
595Jl9> or T ini Dranc. Juliet. West Moors. Wirij- 
bortitH JJorNcl tl'cindown 3588). 

BKJSrOI. ANAUt'JIISIS. Contact Susie Fbhcr 
nnd Adam NiclioUoii nt 15 'Jhe Paragon, Urislol, tt 
(OKNWAit ANAKtlllMS. Omtaet Arlliur 
JuLob]^, 76 I ii^t Hill, St. Austell. Di<icuskion 
iiiceiinipi on Ihe liccond J ridny tU each tnonlh 
at Brian and Ifa^eJ Met ice's, 4Z F'eiidarvev Street, 
Beacon, Cp rubor lie. 7,30 p.m. Vl'ilting comraden 
very wdeorne 

CROVDQN and urea Libertarians iLllcrnale 
Fridays, 35 Naial Road, Thornton Ifcuth, Croy¬ 
don 

EDGWARE PEACE ACTION GROUP. Contact: 
Meivyn Estrln, 84 Edgwarebury Lane, Edgware, 


Middx. 

HERTS, Contact either Stuart Mitchell at South 
View^ Pottcti , Heath Lane* Potters Heath, 
Welwyn, Herts OR Jeff Cloves, 46 Hugheadou 
Road Marshaiswick, Si. Albans, Herts. 
tPSWtCH ANARCHISTS. Contact NcU Dean, 74 
Cemetery Road* Ipswich, Suffolk, 

KILBURN* LONDON, Contact Andrew Dewar, 
16 Kilburn Hou'^r, Malvern Place, London, 
N.W.6, Meclingi ^ pm every Tuesday. 
LEICESTER PROJECT, Peace/ Libertarian 
action and debate Every Wednesday at 8 p.m. 
at J The Crescent. King Street. Leicester. 
NORTH SOHER.ST 1 ANARCHIST CROUP, 
Goniact Roy %]icry, 3 Abbey Street, Batb, or 
Geoffrey Barfoot, 71 St. Thomas Street, Wells. 
NOTFINC HILT. Meetings at John Bennett's, 
Flat 4. 88 Claiindnn Road, W.H. Every Monday 
evening, 8 p.m? 

ORPINGTON ANAKnilST GROUP, Knockholt, 
Nr. Sevenoaks, iKcnt. Every six weeks at Grecn^ 
ways, Knockholt. Plionc: Knockholt 2316 Brian 
arul Maureen Riebardison. 

Nc.xt meeting Juls 21, 6 p.m, 

READING ANAK(inST GROUP. Contact 
Alin Rosa, 116 Belmont Road, Reading, Berka. 
TAUNTON LIRLRTARIANS. Jill and John 
Driver, S') licadon Road, Taunton. Somerset. 

ESSEX & EAST HERTS 
FEDERATION 

Tbrec-jnonthly rmcctlnp. Groupn and individuals 
invited tn QAideiuit c/t) Kcilli Nathan, IJB Penny- 
mcfld. Harlow* I'snex. 

Cl roup Aditrciic-, 

HASII.IJON, M PriwelL 7 1 ingcroft, Busildun, 
Mvsci! 

JlISlIOPS SI f>|{ H Olio. Vic Mount, 'Fafitvicw', 
CuvUo Slrert. Bii.hnp!* Sinitfurd. llofU 
niELMSt'ORo'. (Mrs.) I va Archer, Mill Hnusc, 
Ptjrleiuti, ^Tidn^inriL Fs^ex. 

FPPJNG, liarrkU. M Centre Avenue, 

ItAIU^OW, Juhf^ IlcardTi, 184 L'jirlcr':. Meud, Mat- 
low, and/fir Qtod Hardy, 6 Rodrickn T tme. Mar* 
low. I Hscn mectiMKS in 'The Fmjcx 

Sk^nne^^ Mie Biow* Harlow 
TOUGH TON, Group e/o Students' Union, 
1 ouKhton Ci>i]i:^c of l-nrther J-duenlion, Borders 
I ane. 1 oiigliri),, 

MlJr Ml UaIiiiaM. LcUJe Riodan, Migb Street, 


Much lladham HcrLn 
NOHIM past T'lSl X, 


Manchester* 14. 

Every Saturday: 'Freedom' and *DA' selling 
outs id c Central Library. 2.30-4.30 p.m. 
MERSEYSIDE ANARCHIST GROUP, Contact 
Alex Howie, 16 Devonshire Road, Liverpool 8. 
Meetings Ist and 3rd Thursdays of the month, 

8 p.m, 

SUSSEX FEDERATION 

Groups and individuals invhed to associate: c/o 
Eddie Poole, 5 Tilsbury, Findcn Road, White- 
bank, Brighton, 

BRIGHTON i HOVE ANARCHIST GROUP, 
Contact Nick Heath, Flat 3, 26 Clifton Road, 
Brighton, BN I 3HN. Poetry readings. Fish 
Market Hard, every Sunday 2 p.m. Meetings 
every Thursday* Combination. 76 West Street, 
SJO p.ni. 

SUSSEX UNIVERSITY ANARCHIST GROUP, 
Information from Francis Jarman, 39 Hardield, 
Harlow, Hsse.\, 

WELSH 

ANARCHIST FEDERATION 

CARDIFF ANARCHLST CROUP, All corrci- 
pundvticc to:—Pete Raymond, 18 Marion Street. 
Sploit. C^ardiff. 

MERlllVR TYDFIL ANARCHIST GROUP, 
Correspondence to Huw Rowlands, 16 Cromwell 
Street. Vlcihyr Tydfil 

SWANSEA AN.ARCHIST GROUP, Contact 
J. HoiS, 111 King Edward's Road, BrynmUl, 
Swaasca. Weekly meetings, 'Freedom' salesi and 
action project'^. 

LLANELLI; Conlaci Dal Walker, 6 LJwuynnendy 
Road, Llanelli, Carm. TeL Llanelli 2548 

EAST LONDON 
LIBERTARIAN FEDERATION 

Support wanted for numeraui acUvtUcs in area. 
Secretary: Anthony Matthews, 35 Ma>villc Koad. 
London. 1 11. Meetimts fortnightly on Sundays 
;il Run liaile^'n, 128 llauiautt Road. L.JI ILHY 
8(1.59). Ten minutes I tout Lcylonsionc Under- 
ground 

ILVIONSIUNK <iHOUP. Cici in touch with 
Anthony MaUhews or Ron Uadey fadUrcs^ as 
above), 

SlEPiMEV. Trevor Jackales. 10 St. Vinceiu dc 
Piiiil House. Deiiipscy Street, (‘:iichy l-Alatc. L.l. 
NEWHAM- F. Rowe, 100 Heiidorscm Road, I .7. 

Lever ton, 12 Hanilhoi^ Avciurc, 

Alan T.lliot. 98 Mat field Road, 


Dd 


peter Newell, 'Maybush’, 
Maypole hpUcc. t-.^cx Group mccit finjl 

Monday |,^^|, ritonth, 7 15 pm. at 91 Brook 
Road. Tolies hunt K nigh is. Tip tree, Fs-sex, 

NORTH-WEST FEDERATION 

CIIOHLEV ^n.AKCTHSI GROUP, Secretary: 
Kevyn I 6 Garfield Terrace, Chorley, 

l,anc« 

LIVKRPoO] ANARI IITST PItOI'AGANDA 

GROUP *jnri*Y' MOVEMENT. Gerry 

16 FaulkfK' Liverpool. 8 Meetings 

weekly S*ias--Pier Head, Saturday*, 

SimdavM 

MANcriEilTlI anarchist group. Scert- 

lory: Site Boland Street, Fallowfidd, 


Dougbh Hiiwki^, 123 Hermon 
Dcsiiinnd MacDonald, HO 


1.1 OKU, 

Ilford 

D.AGFMIAM. 

Dagciiluni 

w'Our>roKu. 

Hill, I IH 
W Al IllAMAltlW 

Mariui Road. L.I7 „ , 

ml FI I OUSE. M Solof. 202 last Ferry Road. 

STUDENT GROUPS 

I here arc groups at !:ast Anglia Universili^ 
pool Uiiivershy, LSI:, Oxford University. Sbcffidd 
Untvcr'iily. Soullrwark College, Sussev Univcrsily 
auJ (’ollegc of St Mark & St, John, Chelsea. 
For reaion'^ of ^pacc wc,^urc Icovin]^ these out 
J iirinM the vacation. 

SCOTTISH 

ANARCHIST FEDERATION 

Secretary' Dave CuuK (sec Maniro-^c). 


Groups and Proposed Groupis:— 

ABERDEEN ANARCHIST FEDERATION* Con¬ 
tact Bob Comrie, 28^1 Hardgate or Liz Smith, 3 
Sinclair Road, 

FIFE, Contact Rob and Una Turnbull, 59 Strath- 
eden Park, Slrathedcn Hospital, by Cupar, 
GLASGOW ANARCHIST GROUP, Contact 
Robert Lynn. 16 Ross Street. C.I. 

HAMILTON DISTRICT FEDERATION OF 
ANARCHISTS. Contact Ronnie Andersont ICM) 
Union Street, New Sievenston, 

MONTROSE. Contact Dave CouB, 3 Eskvieiv 
Terrace, Ferrydeo. 

LIBERTARIAN TEACHERS’ 
ASSOCIATION 

Meetings^-dtscussions—activities. Contact Peter 
Ford, 36 DcYonsbire Road, Mill Hill, London, 
N-W.7. 

VOLUNTARY WORK TEAM 

Forwarding address: 11 Barway Road, Manchesier. 
fSec Contact Column for present work project) 

ABROAD 

AUSTRALIA. Federation of Australian Anar¬ 
chistic, P.O. Box A 5S9, Sydney South. Public 
mcelmgs every Sunday in the Domain, 2 p.ta 
and Mondayik, 72 Oxford Street, Paddingtoe. 
Sydney, 8 p.ru. 

East AFRICA. Caorge Matthews would like to 
make contact. Secondary school teacher ftooi 
UK. FO Box 90, Kakamega, Keaya 
USA. Jamw W. Cam, secretary, the Anarchist 
Committee of Corrcipondcncc, 325 Fourth Sired, 
CUjiuiel. MiiincsoLa 55720, USA. 
G1COUP-(T)R£^'SON. Auitralian Anarchist^ c o 
Melbourne Univcfjiiiy Union or Paddy Lvaru, 
c/o the same 

MELBOURNE. Get in loucb with Bob Hopkins 
and Margie Rojo. F.O Box 192, Carlton South 
305.3, Public rneetmtts at Yarra Bank. Metboumc. 
Secretarv: Dave CoutI (see Montrose), 

DANESH ANxVRCilLST FEDERATION, Coihtrs- 
gadc. 27. Viborg, Denmark. 

VANCOUVER, B,C,t CANADA, Anyone iatefO' 
led in forming anarchist and/or direct tetioa 
peace group contact Derek A. James, I84i 
Grand Boulevard, North Vancouver. B C. 
Canada Tel.: 9g7-269J. 

USAi VERMONT. New Hampfihrre Anarchist 
Group Meets weekly — disemsion. individual 
action. Contact Ed, Strauss at RFD 2, WcK>d- 
mock. Vermont 05091, USA. 

SWEDEN, Stockholm Anarchist Federaliun 
Contact Nadir, Box 191(14, Stockholm 19, Sweden 
SWEDENi Libcriad, AUnuina Vagen 6. Gothen- 
hufR V 

TORONTO ANARCHIST GROUP. COnUcl 
R Campbell, 219 Toryork Drive, Weston 
Ontario. Canada. Weekly meetings. 

RELGIUM; LIEGE, Provos, c/o Jacques ChirMet 
11 Avenue de la Laiterie, Sclessini-Lioge. Belgium 

PROPOSED GROUPS 

TUNBRIDGE WELI.S & I'F.NBURY Pi„„ 
«in(a« Mr R, E, Wiltiam^i. (3 Bel field r^a 
TunbridBc Wells, Kent. 

MANCHESTER UNIVERSITY. Coniac* \ 4 .l^ 
Don or Bill Jamieson, 14 Victoria Road \l-in 
Chester 14. ' ‘ 
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QUATORZE JOILLET 


O N m London some of 

the elauon and inspi ration of the May 
Days in Paris brought to the 500 
people who filled to eapacity the Mcr- 
maid Theatre at a gathering organised 
(in the space of about four or five days) 
by ‘Free France*, an ad boc group formed 
recently in London with the aims of 
helping the workers and students of 
France to maintain their struggle, and 
to defeat the Gaullist censorship by pro¬ 
viding information about that struggle. 

Avidly though we had read in our owm 
newspapers the course of events, and 
laudable though the coverage given by 
some of the best British newspapers had 
been, the experience came alive into 
fcelmg and sharing with the films and 
living voices of the sound tracks, and the 
presence of some who had made this 
revoluiioti. For this was Revolution, and 
if those who made it did not know U 
then, they know^ now. 

Even more demonstrative of this than 
the street fighting, demanding respect for 
the courage of its attack on the brute 
force of the Slate and compelling pity 
for the inevitahifity of defeat, was the 
w'bole spirit expressed in the posters pro* 
liferating from the Ecole dcs Beaux Arts. 
Gay. c>mical, moving, they said whal wc 
have alwa\^ known; that anarchism is 
not one more political system—it is what 
people are. the way they act as soon as 
they realise their dignity and attain re¬ 
spect for their personality. 

They appealed to native and immigrant 
workers not to be divided by the em¬ 
ployers: to Jews and Arabs not to play 
along with racist manoeuvres. They ex¬ 
horted not to be duped by public opinion 
polls, they mocked the craven gagging of 
the radio and television, the blue bottle 
label led ' Press—not to be swallowed*, 
and supplied the antidote with wall 
newspapers. 

There were many posters produced 
w ilh and for factory workers: *The boss 
needs you—you don't need him\ and 
others denouncing the betrayal by the 
CGT. (Incidentally, the best looking 
poster had been made not by artists but 
by Renauli workers.) 

,A5 the elections came on the scene 
there were ex ho nations not to join battle 
on the enemy's ground, and one showing 
all the political parties as xkmles m the 
path of a large red ball of workers’ 
power. Perhaps because they said all 
there was lo he said, there were no 
qu ertions or di^us^n Ceohs the audience 
'ToTtowmi the sTaowing of the posters* 
The sharpest point made by the two 
speakers from the Renault (Billancourt) 
and Citroen factories w'as the total dis- 
eachantmcni w'ith the communist party 
and its heir, ihe CGT. (It is possible, of 
course, that a diiferem view might have 
been shown had there been any com¬ 
munist speaker on the platform.) One 
stressed that although the strikers had 
returned to work, they had not done so 
in defeat. They had become conscious 
of their power and misirusifuJ of union 


♦There was enthusiastic applause when 
the Beaux Arts speaker said that mine 
of the posters had been sold, even when 
they were without money for food, be¬ 
cause these posters were meant for walls 
and factories not to decorate bedrooms 
or dining rooms. 


MOVING FUND 

largef is £500. 

Kccebeff l« Date—£415 9s, 2d, 

PREMISES FUND 

Tiirget is CLUUU |jvr year, 

Ptedec^ liotioured to dale iitid dmut* 
lions—£433 4s. 2d. 


Watch it! 

| |N \Nf J\1 S J ATI-MIM 

nulled Expenses: 

2H Heeks at £90: £2.520 

luerime: Salc^ niiil hiibv; £2,144 

DLMf I I : 076 


PRESS FUND 

lleekiidiuiii: N.W J2^. Loiulinit 
K;|\ £ 1 ; J,imdoii, \W 3 i G.C , - 

Oxford: Anon* 5/-; Inroulo: Ainirclrisl 
Group £3/5/4; VVijlserljuiji|ilini: I K W * 
2 -: J.L,* 3;-; AluTdetn: I.S. 2/-. Aher- 
deen; L.D. 6/6; H'ctiihley Fark: I Ih/; 
Keadint^: K.C 5/-. 

TOTAL: £7 I) 10 

Previously Ackn owl eddied: £441 4 2 

1968 Total lo Dali : £448 5 h 

Delicll fl/F; £376 0 <J 


Ifll AL SLRPLllS: £72 5 U 


•Dcnnlcs Regular roiilribulor. 


bureaucracy. 

The speakers were justifiably dis* 
appointed in the absence of any sugges¬ 
tions from the floor as to how ihe ex- 
periences they had given lo tis could he 
translated into English usage. One asked, 
bitterly, had they been brought here like 
animals to be gazed at They had come 
and brought their films not only so that 
we could admire the courage of the 
students and strikers on the barricades, 
but in the hope of establishing inter¬ 
national links. They referred to the 
recent Ford's strike, and that it had been 
known that the German branch had been 
preparing to supply parts to break this 
strike. 

We were also reminded that while the 
British Government verbally adhered lo 
the United Nations' condemnation of 
apartheid in South Africa, British trade 
with South .Africa was now at its highest 
peak. These were instances of the neces¬ 
sity of internaiional organization. They 
conceded that the functioning of capi¬ 
talism was not the same in Britain as in 
France, and they recognised that revo¬ 
lution could not be made without the 
support of the masses; the masses had 
not been ready m France and were prob¬ 
ably even less so in Britain. 

A picture came to mind of one of the 
last of the posters: ’Return to Normal' 


FIFTH COLUMN 


Volunteers Wanted 
to Help Our Police 

A FRIEND OF MINE has received 
^ a letter from a representative of 
the Peoples Parly" which recommends 
that companies of civilians—noalc and 
female—he formed to ensure order. This 
is because: 

PijhUc demonsrraiions, funned to fur* 
hulcnce by the infiltrcUtoii of irrespon- 
si hies, could esadote to revalution. Our 
poiice ore inadequate. 

The staffing of the companies of civi¬ 
lians should present no problem to the 
Peoples Party: many families bearing 
the name of officers disiingitfshed in 
modern tampalgns are being, notified. 
FajT»*dics bc4?rix)LC the name of ofliceni 
distiljgviished in ancient campaigns arc 
alas excluded ; Napoleon Solo need not 
apply. 

The letter attacks strikes and immi* 
gration and proposes the direction of 
labour, closer relations with South 
Africa and Rhodesia and a ban on the 
emigration of graduates. It also criticises 
politicians: 

The maiaise that idtiates tfiis land 
Connor be dispelied by the souiiess, legis- 
icitive manoeuvres of discredited pnliti- 
dans. 

.An idea with which we would all 
agree even if wc would not express it 
in precisely those terms—an idea w^hich 
is more generally accepted now than 
at any time since modern politics began. 

Many people who reject the existing 
political sei-up move in a libertarian 
direction—thousands of students and 
young people, for example. Others are 
iikcK to turn from convcniional politics 
to a position on the authoritarian right. 
Jl is clear from recent events in France 

■and the history of the thirties—that 
successes by the lefi. particularly in the 
itieets. aniagoiiise many uncommitted 
people who lend to move to the right 

Liberals argue that revolutionary 
action should not be undertaken because 
of The danger of right wing reaction: 
revolutionaries reply that mass action is 
the most effective method of checking a 
growing right wing movemem. 

Bofh these arguments arc suspect: 

I -ibcrals themselves oppose and are afraid 
i>f fcvotuiumary action—revolutionaries 
art not primarily inieresied m protecting 
society from the right. In fact these 
two arguments could he taken its ex¬ 
amples ol the poliiical law that, when 
pul idea, programmcf and philoatiphics 
arc Justihed by Iheir adherents, ilie 
jusiihcatum is jarely related In the rcnhijii 
why Ihe position is taken up. 

The issue which is must likely In 
create a real fascist movement in Bn lam 
is of course race and immigruinjn by 
black and brown people. Un this issue 

II cannot be dispnied thal ihe govern- 
meiiE s policies are less Itherul and ollcn- 
sive than the attitudes of many British 
wime people. If a is true that the 
government iis being undemocraljc by im¬ 
posing a wages frec/e on the working 
class ii IS equuHy true ihal the govern- 
merit's cornparoiive lack of racism is 
'undemocratic*. 

Jhjis it can be argued ihai the racist 
sectiori of the Tory Party is more 
represenlaiivc of popular feeling than 
other poliiicittm. Bui of oounio nobody 
—and least of all the pnliiicians - 
believes in the ideal of democracy: 


showing a suspects, 

though, that *bose sheep have 

grown horns, '^ '11 serve 

a.s padding Ihc batons of the 

CRS. and not “ver their 

eyes. 

Fooinoie: Sev*^rai references were made 
during the cvefli^e the workers' occu¬ 
pation of the fa*:J^ricat, but no inference 
could be drawn ibat there had been any 
thought of kccpJpS Ihe factories in pro¬ 
duction and putting vehicles, etc., at Ihc 
disposal of the sBidcnis pm among the 
extensive docuin^*^^^lion prepared and 
distributed by the organising committee 
there is an acconnt-^warts and all—of 
events in Nantes, where w^orkers' control 
operated in esseUBnl services and food 
supplies for sevef®* days. This is a very 
short time, and some aspects, parti¬ 
cularly farming, fhv conditions are not 
relevant to Britaiti. In others they are 
very pertinent. For instance, the guiding 
slogan would do well to be tacked up in 
every union ol^ce and lo the masthead 
of our own back page; ’Enormous wage 
rises without a change in the political 
and economte structures equals a rise in 
the cost of living and return to misery in 
a few months’. The document seems to 
have more practical importance than the 
sagas of street battles. U is possibly 
available from Tree France, but if not. 
can be reproduced, at any rate in part. 
Groups and individuals seriously in¬ 
terested in revolutionary examples of 
workers' control please ask. 

M.C. Sl J.R. 


believes in il, that is to say, when it 
confiicts with wbat is strongly wanted. 

.And there is no reason why anyone 
should believe in democracy: it is a 
very silly ideal indeed. The ideal of 
democracy suggests that where 98 people 
agree to suppress one the hundredth 
person has no right to inlcrv^ene. 

Of course the ideal of democracy is 
never implemenled: all government is 
The imposition of power by a minority. 
But it is as reasonable for fascists to 
invoke the ideal as it is for their liberal 
opponents. And anarchists have no 
monopoly of the idea that modern 
governments ignore the wishes of the 
people. 

Gorrotoree 

rf 'i OUVE been to the 

^ international summer camp (for dc- 
taOs see Contact Column in this issue) 
now would be a good time to go, 
particularly if you are a student. Since 
the ramp is being organised in France 
it will probably attract a number of 
French students who have been in¬ 
volved in the Revolt Those who have 
participated in the student actions at 
Hornsey, Guildford, Essex, etc., will have 
a lot to contribute, 

WvNFORr> Hicks. 


MYTONS 


CoQtinued from page 4 

of the issues of the year-long strike on 
ihcir Horse Ferry Road site. 

LLKCTED IHEIR DWN 
STEWARDS 

My tons have a bo favoured the original 
'scabs', who broke the strike and who 
were escorted by a number of Securicor 
guards every day from Brighton, by 
putting them in the gangs with ihc best 
targets. Thej have also been paid £5 
subsistence allowances and appointed to 
steward position. Later on. however, 
as the jub recruited more men. (he lads 
got rid of these royals' and elected 
their own stewards. Since then. My tons 
have not been having it all iheir own 
way and have been finding ihai although 
they got the job le-opcned, building 
Wiirkcrs are not going tu be intimidated 
by Ihe f onrpany's previous methods 
of handling drspulcs 

Mytons conttrmaiion with the contracts 
will now prevent Ihc sacking^ and give 
workers there ihe chance to carry on 
with Ihe good work alreudy done in 
slieugihenmg die uiiii^n orguni.«mtion on 
Ihe site t>rie woiidcr&j nx docs Lou 
1 ewh. one of the six siewsirds* ‘what 
have Ihe unions id llirec iMuulrecJ 
melt diuic |o pro led their memherx 
iiver these Iasi ten tl4yx of jinxiety?' 
The unions' answer wUN iirudher rourt 
of Inquiry. Afier doing Mylous dirty 
work they would have gone out blealiny 
like lamb.'i, not lifdng a huger lo prevent 
Ihe closure of the site 

Workers on ihc Barbican scheme had 
tUher ideas. They did ?^huw their soli- 
dariiy ami mirehed to the Guildhall to 
rniike their piotest. AM We have had 
from Harry Weaver. Cicorge Smiili nml 
Les Kemp, ihree signnlories of last 
October's jidm niiuin dnpUiyem* adver- 
lisemciiL is words, Tli'^V would %hl 
to the last drop of ink 

l*T, 


BANDITS or REVOLUTIONARIES? 


T oday. JULY K, four Uahan bank- 
robbers were sentenced: three lo life 
imprisonment, one to twelve years. They 
had been operating in northern Italy for 
about three ycara, during which time 
several people found their way into the 
paths of stray bullets. The climax took 
place during the getaway from a robbery' 
in Milan last September: five people 
killed. 

Within a few days ijust time for the 
newspapers to build up the ‘manhunT lo 
almost epic proportions) they were all 
arrested. Some film-men acted fast and 
since Easter the film 'Bandits in Milan', 
reconstructing the events of that after¬ 
noon last September, has been showing 
all over Italy. 

The trial began late in May and for 
over a month the newspapers have given 
it the full treatment. They have seized 
on the pt>l(tical past of the gang leader, 
Pietro Cavallero, as a stick with which 
to heat the Communist Party. For Caval- 
lero, now aged 39, was a party member 
from the latter stage of the war until 
after 1956. 


During most of that lime he was an 
active organi/cr hut Ihc revolutionary 
atmosphere which had attracted him dur¬ 
ing the Re.sistance became steadily less 
intense, and he finally left the party 
after the events of Hungary* and (he 
Twentieih Congress. Naturally the com¬ 
munist press, embarrassed by this but 
obliged to report the trial in full, has 
stressed Cava Hero's interest in anarchism 
and the faa that Cavalkro was not pre¬ 
pared to be a subordinate in a big 
organization. 

During the trial Cavatlero exp<iunded 
at length his revolutionary philosophy: 
'Attacking a hank is itself a revolutionary 
act: tt is not an attack on a single indi¬ 
vidual capitalist but an attack on the 
very institution of capital.' If he had 
been able to carry on robbing banks, 
getting away with a few million lire each 
time and thus profiling from his attacks 
on the institution of capital, he reckoned 
that once he had accumulated 35O,0t)t),fX)O 
tire (about £230,0fK)) he could stage an 
insurrection and a march on Rome, 

TO, 


WAR TAX REFUSAL 

M r, HOWARD CHENEY, a Warwick¬ 
shire farmer and wealthy industrialist, 
has refused to pay 4/15tbs of his surtax. 

Four-Fifteenths is the proportion of our 
taxes which is spent on war preparations 
under the cover of ‘defence'. Surtax is 
the only tax which Mr, Cheney handles 
directlyi, and therefore the only tax which 
he can refuse to pay. 

As wc are going to press, a crcdilor's 
petition from the Commissioners of In¬ 
land Revenue is being heard in the High 
Court. The Commissioners are seeking 
to have Mr, Cheney declared bankrupt 
and a receiving order made in respect of 
his estate, 

Mr, Cheney believes on grounds of 

Herbert Read*$ 
Moral Vision 

Dear Editors, 

Your obituary of Sir Herbert Read in 
Fr£ED0M (22.6,66) was astonishing in its 
inadequacy, t expected to teadr a sympa¬ 
thetic evatuatton or the life and work of 
a great man. Instead, I found a "bored 
and superficial article devoted as much 
to petty criticism of H.R.'s platform 
oratory and to a description of his eyes 
as to his original ideas. 

'A writer is primarily a writer—con¬ 
cerned with the art of writing, |usi as . , 

a politician with power.' writes V.R, A 
more untrue and unfortunate comparison 
I cannot imagine! Herbert Read was so 
much more than simply a fine literary 
craftsman: what about his moral vision, 
his originality of mind and his great 
understanding of people? 

He had not contributed to the elabora¬ 
tion of anarchist ideas that was in his 
power as a thinker and writer to do.' 
Just what is an 'anarchist idea'? The 
statement may have some justificaiion if 
anarchism is given a very narrow, ‘poll- 
UcaT inicrpreiatioti, having very little to 
do with life. But this is not true anar¬ 
chism and certainly not Herbert Read's 
way of thinkjng-“and all to the gotid! 

Herbert Read showed in his works the 
consistency of libertarian ideas with 
psychology, aesthetics and the piinciples 
of education, and show^ed the necessity 
of free thought and free action to human 
development and fulfilmem—not by 
means of slogans and catch-phrases, but 
by profound and lucid writing. His 
Education 7Vtro«g/r for example, 


conscience that it is wrong to build an 
armoury of weapons for use against 
people of other countries, and as such 
it is his right, and the right of others, 
not to have to pay for those weapons. 
He is especially concerned at the manu¬ 
facture of nuclear, germ and chemical 
weapons and the tTemendous wastage of 
resources at such establishments as Alder- 
mas ton, Porton and Nancckuke. 

Mr, Cheney and his lawyers argue that 
he is protected by the Nuremberg Judge¬ 
ment, which laid down that an individual 
should refuse to co-operate with policies 
of genocide, even if this meant breaking 
orders, Mr. Cheney believes that it is 
only because of the co-operation of 
various officials, including judges, police 
and revenue collection oHicials that (he 
warfare state is able to operate, M.H. 

MHKW LETTERS 

shows a revolutionary approach to edu¬ 
cation, based on the free development 
of the individual, rather than on con¬ 
formist bludgeoning. Even wiihoul con¬ 
sidering his other works, this book of 
Read's alone is an invaluable contribu¬ 
tion to libertarian thought. 

Surely a less condescending and more 
profoundly appreciative view was in 
order. 

Yours. 

Toronto 5. Canada Tan YotJ.NO- 

Black Dwarf 

Dear Sir, 

I was depressed by Nicholas Walieix’ 
feeble account of The Black Dwarf in 
your June 29 issue. It is true that Clive 
Goodwin dismissed me from the editor¬ 
ship and pulped my edition. But there 
was a strong difference of opinioa,^ 
especially about the gallant, doomed 
Sorbonne 'revolution'. It is kind but 
absurd of Walters to suggest that I 
wa.s ‘very badly treated', I am not an 
anarchist and, if [ had had the authority, 
I would have sacked Goodwin! 

1 am sorry that Nicholas Walters did 
not think much of my attack on the 
News of the World. If he would care 
to look at the issues of that influential 
paper on June 30 and July 7. he might 
at least see what I was driving at. I 
would be glad if you re-published that 
article, for your readers' interest. You 
might also consider publishing my ‘extra¬ 
ordinary letter to Lumiunba (yes, Lu¬ 
mumba)'. Whai's so wrong with Lu¬ 
mumba? Do you agree with the Daily 
Telegraph ihai this murdered man is a 
figure of fun? 

London * .V J K. 2 D.\ v i d J ONES. 


Parliamentary Reform 


M r. joe SDAP, the member fm 
t ruwhoiu rose to his feet to move 
ihni the Mouse be abolished on the 
grounds ibai u served no useful purpo^et 
he sHul it existed largely to sanctum that 
which tuhers had already proved them¬ 
selves capable of carrying out. 

Me claimed that in the present ugc B 
was nn nnachronisiu when so much was 
Liipahle of being decentralised and was 
unable Ui net swiftly emuigh to prevent 
disaslei's occurring tir even remedying 
them when they luul occurred. 

l ive membership of the House was not 
representative of the peo'plc The oecu- 
paiion.s of the nienihera of the Mouse 
were those noi followed by the majurity 
of the impulalion. Big business and the 
law loomed large in the membership. 

They were not, in the strict sense of 
(he word, ncciuimable In the voters. They 
had no obligation to vote as voters would 
wish nor did the question of electoral 
promises trouble ihcni. 

Many of I hem were only concerned 
with Iheir own private interests or that 
nf a clique set apart from the cleciorate. 


They had not been elected for their 
professional qualifications or specialized 
technical knowledge on the subjects 
which they felt impelled to express 
‘expert' opinions daily. 

The attendance figures in the Chamber 
were on the majotitv of occasions very 
smalT indeed if all those entitled to 
attend did so, the House would be unable 
to aceonim<Klaie them. 

The Mouse had degenerated into a 
mere party mstnimeni, Ihcrc was no 
regard for the rights of the electors. 

In its ciTeels Ihe House had becrJmc 
reactionary giving w-ay before the most 
conservative points of public opinion, 

All too often the House had appointed 
men to positions vvith (hem for party 
purposes. lEere bad ceased to be any 
question of the House existing for the 
purpose of placing a check upon the 
abuses of power. It bad failed to fulfil 
this fu net ion. 

He moved that the House of Commons 
should be abolished. The motion was 
defeated. 

Jack Spratt. 

















Busmens 

Increase Slopped 



|WRS. CASTLE. Minister for 
^ Emplowient and Productivity, 
has wasted no lime in using the 
Government's new incomes powers, 
following their Royal Assent, to 
delay a £1 a week wage increase 
for 70,000 Municipal busmen for a 
further five months. The agreed 
claim has already been delayed for 
a iierkKl of nearly seven months* 
which was due to expire on July 26. 


Contact Column 

Thi( C^)lutnn exists for mutual aid. 
DoaatioDs towards cost of t^'pesclling 
will bd welcome. 


Anarchist Internutinital Stimnitr Camp. 
This year at Camping Jober in 
the village of Turnos. 4 km. from 
Bayonne. 12 km. from Biarritz. 
August 1-31 hif. from ‘Lcs Amis 
de la NaUiie'. Camping Jobel. 
Tamos 40. France, 

October ’67, a 16 mm, 17 min. sound film 
featuring CAST, Adrian Mitchell. 
Tariq Ali, Allan Krebs. Police Bru¬ 
tality. Bookable from Cast. 161 West 
End Lane. N.W,6. 32S 2409. 

CNT Sumruer Camp. July I/August 3!3. 
Cost i Franc per day. 13 km. from 
Montargis and 7 km. from Belle- 
guarde (North Central France). 
Further information from Camping 
CNT, Roque Uop. 24 Rue Ste- 
Marlbe, Paris (Xe), France. 

Rosenwiunt, .4bei-decii Residents, Fight 
the rates increase. For direct aclion 
contact Ian Ss. Salhetland. 8 Essie* 
nioai Axt^mic, Aberdctr.. 

ISoiicekuke Aelifiii. For details about 
action at Nancckuke (Cornwall) con¬ 
tact Douglas Kepper. 5S ireton Road, 
London, N.19. 

Unusual Songs—Unusual Singers, cheap 
ratesp anywhere, any time. Aberdeen 
Folksong Workshop, c/o lain Mac¬ 
Donald, 15 Goilon Street, Aberdeen. 

Harh>s\ .Anarchists, Monday. July 22. 
Blues evening with Fishook & White 
Mule at The Old Mill. Harlow Mill, 
fi to II p.m. Entrance 4s. 6d. 

AAG. Thank you For Sane Society. 
Please make contact. Melbourne 
Anarchist Group 

Where Is it? Hitch to Paris then on to 
the summer camp. Can leave now. 
Val Clarke, Balmerihe College. 
WotKllcy. Reading, Berks 

Ciilche^fcT Military Taltoo. Lcafletling 
and/Di demonslraijon against rnili* 
larism. Meet W'ar Memorial (at 
front of Castle), Saturday, July 20, 
at 7.30 p.m. Bring leaflels, banners, 
etc. 

Kenya. Wanted ojte or two people will- 
ing to try progressive met hods in 
leaching English in a gcncralty 
aulhoriiarEan school. From Jamutiy 
1969 onwards. Write for details lo^ 
E. G. Matthews. P.O. Box 90, Kaka* 
mego. Kenya. 

Addio I,ugariu Bella (33 r.p.m. 12'' record) 
anthology of liatUn anarchist songs 
Price $4 from Edizioni del Gallo 
s.p.H.. 13 via Sansovino — I 20133 
Milan (Italyk 

Aiiurchisl Duelor, Could someone recom' 
mend onu. I^ondon area. Box No, J3. 

Sludcnt and fnctrller seek accommodation 
N, N.W l.ondon Rmg NOR 1242 
evenings. 

Cl inference. The Free School in the 
Unfrcc Society^ Day Conference or^ 
ganized by I he Libertarian Teachers' 
Association. Saturday. July 20, from 
10.30 a,m. ui 36 De%'onshire Road, 
Mill Hill, Londun, N W.7. Send 5/- 
P(> before July 14 to P Ford at 
above address. 

f omuniiml Farui, Am now doing research 
into aspects. Any ideas? Write 
Dava, 137A Burnt Ash Hill. Lee, 
London, S.E. 12. 

Work wanted. Woman teacher, refugee 
from State schorj rat lace seeks work. 
Near Greenford preferred. Jinx 12 

Voluntary Work Team, Presen! address: 
30 Colne Road. Bricrfidd, Nei$on. 

Peace News—Weekly, price L- from 5 
Caledonian Road, London, N.l. 

Direct Aciinii—Monthly, 6d. from 34 
Cumberland Road, London, E.i7. 

If you wjifa to iiiikke contact Id us know. 


w'hen ihe Government’s delaying 
order ended. However, as forecast 
in Frfldom, 10.2.68, in an article 
called ‘Cousins Climbs Down", the 
Government has introduced new de¬ 
laying powers, Frefddm then said: 
‘Ojf course the busmen can sit back 
anti wait for (heir claim to he back¬ 
dated (from July 26), but ! think the 
(government will also introduce fur¬ 
ther powers by then * 

There have been so many reports 
by the Prices and Incomes Board 
on the Municipal busmen’s pay and 
conditions that the whole ihmg has 
become very confusing. Basically the 
dispute stems from the Govem- 
menfs policies on productivity and 
the fad that they are against any 
straight wage incrca,ses. In a PTB 
report in May they said that busmen 
sliould accepi single manning and 
so qualify for a 10/- a week in¬ 
crease, Tlie union, the Transport 
and General Workers' Union, has 
rejected this and this has led to 
Mrs. Castle's tough action, because 
any straight increase (already agreed 
to by the municipal authorUies last 
December) would be incompalible 
with her department’s policies of 
increased productivity for increased 
wages. 

Under the Government’s incomes 
legislation, the IViO sides are being 
given 14 days, up to July 26, to 
agree on a pay formula which would 
be acceptable to the Government, 
If no agreemeni is reached, then the 
claim is delayed lor another five 
mooths^__ 


When the May repori of the PIB 
was published, busmen in New* 
caslle defied the law' and look slrike 
action. Mr. Tliomson, the National 
Bus Secretary of the TGWU said: 
7 advised the sirikers to return to 
work. The Gox^ernmerit is guite 
adamant in holding to a standsiilf 
unfit Juty and they are striking for 
no use fid purpose.’ Tn Freedom, 
11.5.68, ! wrote: * isn’t this just 
iypicai of the TGWU7 Busmen have 
been waiting since December, but 
Mr. llumison thinks they shotdd 
continue waiting untit July. The 
union has been a dead loss, in 
February when (grass roots) Mr. 
Gunter iotd ihe Corporutions not 
to pay the award, Mr. Cousins 
recommended that the union take 
legal action to force them to pay. 
Following this, Mr, Gunter referred 
the award to the PIB for a second 
report. But the situation has 
changed. By July, the Government 
wifi have the powers fo delay the 
increase for another .six months, .so 
what will Mr. 'Fhonison recommend 
then?* 

DIRECT ACTION NEEDED 

I'he total failure of ihe unions 
to fight (he Government's policies 
illustrates, that despiie all the verbal 
opposition, they have been unwilling 
to lake on the State, Mr. Cousins 
has dodged the issue time and time 
again and then sal back to wait 
for July, expecting a backdating of 
the agreemeni. Mr. Cousins and 
Mr. Tljomson have been living in 
a fools' paradi,se if they expect this 
to hap|>en. and if they still think 
that the claim will be backdated 
in [)eceruber, then they had heller 
think again. Corporations were will* 
ing to pay Iasi December and. after 
induslrial action, they are willing 
hi backdate ruiw, but it is very 
unlikely that they wilt pay out a 
12-month retrospective payment. If 
ihe M unci pal busmen want their 
£1, they wall have to lake some 
form of industrial action. Tliis 
paper has pointed this on I lime ami 
time again and workers themselves 
have proved it. 

The busmen do not have to look 
far for an example. The I Lwcek 
Liverpool bus strike proved that with 


direct action claims can be won. 
The PIB report on their local agree* 
nient found some formula whereby 
it could save face pay up, 
but would they have done this if 
the Liverpool men had continued to 
work? The answer is no! Direct 
action is the weapon that finally 
brings Jesuits, ask any Ford sawing 
machinist. 

What will the Municipal busmen 
do? Already industrial action in 
varying forms has taken place. A 
w^ork-U>rule and overtime ban in 
Southampton, a ihrec-hour token 
stoppage in Wigan, while Wolver¬ 
hampton busmen have called for a 
national stoppage when local dele¬ 
gates meet in London on Wednes¬ 
day. 

Officials of TGWU have said that 
the union will back any industrial 
action, but of course any action 
is now illegal as it is forcing an 
employer to pay increases which 
have been compusorily delayed un¬ 
der the Prices and Incomes Act, The 
union and members risk fines of 
£1(X) on summary conviction, or 
up to £500 on indictment. Failure 
to pay could mean a prison sentejice. 

It seems unlikely that, following 
Wednesday's meeting. Mr, Cousins 
will lead his members against the 
Governmenl and risk fines and 
imprisonment, Tbeje is still time 
left to make a deal. One is being 
concluded in London, exactly like 
the one that Mrs, Castle wants 
for the Municipal, busmen. So Mr, 
_Cou&itts docs II _buve room to 

nuinoeuVre Bii) the djfferer r g pnrs- 

that, although I Ihink London bus¬ 
men should nor accept this produc¬ 
tivity one-man bus deal. Municipal 
bu.smen get ab\nit £3 less than 
I heir London ,coimier parts. Their 
£12 8s, 2d. a week for conductors 
and £12 17s. for drivers is an insult, 
which is added to when the PIB 
and newspapers quote their average 
earnings as £22.3s. 5d, for 55 hours 
and £32 7s. lOd for some busmen 
wlio slave for 7f) hours a week and 
so disqualify busmen from inclusion 
in the category of lower-paid 
workers, 

^FREE RIDES* TACTICS 

Induslrial action will have to be 
taken if municipal busmen arc to 
win their juslitied claim. Many 
Corpi?iratians Wduid like to pay up. 
Nottingham would have done this 
in February, For the Government, 
a showdown vdlh the Municipal bus- 
ineu and the TGWU would be ideal 
in order to show other workers that 
they mean business. Disruption of 
thi,s sort would only have the very 
mildest effect on the economy and il 
they defeated the busnien, it would 
be a victory agiHUsl the largest union 
who opposes their incomes policies. 

Mr. Cousins’ ‘hull and puff will 
not beat the Government, when a 
long strike probably would, hut the 
best way still remains for the bus¬ 
men (o Lake put the buses and to 
refuse to collect fares. Comrades 
ill Rochdale urged this lactic on 
busmen last December and during 
the dispute Ihe busmen were 'slock 
about collevtiug fare.s*. (See Free¬ 
dom, 23.12,67,) £J>dy weeks 
ago, busmen and tram-workers 
carried out the iree-rides’ tactic in 
Lisbon against their Government 
and the Bridsh'Owried conipaiiy. 

Would it n(it he p<jssiblc for eom- 
rades and grtjup.s to make .some 
propaganda in support of this 
metlu»d of stjugi^le if and when the 
Munidpul bus men arc planning their 
moves aguinsi the GttvermnenL 
Afler ail, we nre all irtvolved, I or 
tile buses should be a service. Pro¬ 
ductivity deab usually mean cuts in 
services, wiih tite remaining buses 
trying to cope '^'•h the extra passen- 
MCis The busmen cannot priKluce 
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MYTONS: 

Profits before lobs 


rrVHE DISPUTE between Mytons and 
the City of London Corporation 
Btrealcned the jobs of 300 men. Now 
the millionaires have parched up their 
differences and Mytons* in return, will 
carry on wjih Phase 4 of the Barbican 
developmeni scheme. 

My tons claimed lhat the original esti¬ 
mate of £5£m. was not enough and 
that they were losing £40,0(X1, In July 
of last year, during the unofTicial strike. 
My to ns invoked a force mafeure clause 
declaring it.s contract at an end. They 
also offered to tr>' to get the site opened, 
but they wanted their terms and payment 
adjusted to offset their claimed losses. 

My tons Ihought that the Corporation 
had agreed to this and work was resumed 
in October after the 'Battle of the 
Barbican* in which police escorted 'scabs' 
onto the site to break the 54 week 
strike. However, the Corporation finally 
said that the original contract should 
be adhered to and so Mytons declared 
that they were pulling out. The Cor¬ 
poration has uiow ajtf ccd to pay another 

figure. 

Although this finat agreement will 
save men from being sacked. had 
already left, seeking other work. It 
also shows lhat profit is the reason for 
Myions existence. They were not con¬ 
cerned for the men's jobs and yet it 
was not long ago that they were blaming 
six stewards for all sorts of trouble, 
from threats of violence to keeping a 
site closed w'hcn men were unemployed. 
STEWARDS EXPELLEi> 

We saw' to what despicable lengths 
the national trade union leaders would 
go to get that site open. The full page 
advertisement in the national press, de¬ 
claring the site open to trade unionists, 
signed by them and the employers. 
We saw the carpenters" stewards, Bros, 
Lewis and Langdon expelled from their 
union, the Amalgamated Society of 
Woodworkers. These men and other 
building workers are now * black-listed" 


and can only find work with very small 
firms, or outside the industry'. 

Myions put the blame on these six 
stewards and the l3-monlh strike for the 
increase in costs, but during the Cameron 
Court of Inquiry' into the dispute, il 
soon came to light that the contractors 
were continually getting late instructions 
from the architects and engineering con¬ 
sultants, that design changes were made 
after a Jub had been completed and 
that the design needed far greater accu¬ 
racy than was originally envisaged. 
Other contractors on the Barbican face 
similar problems and so the whole 
cost of the scheme, described by Dr. 
Charles Hill (now Lord Hill) in 1961, 
as the ‘pride of half a century’, has 
reached astronomical figures. 

A leaflet issued by l.2f)f) Barbican 
building workers has this to ,say about 
the Cameron Inquiry: *Ai fhc Cameron 
Conn of tngiiiry into the My ton dispute, 
the firm stated that it has rw dispnte 
with its site employees and the Unions, 
dm tdt the irotthle was caused by the 
.f/jr srewands who were uadn du in- 
tjuence of the London Bur7dmg Workers 
Joint Sites Committee. The outcome of 
this Inquiry was that dte 6 stewards were 
barred front the site when work was 
resumed. 

'If Mytons case were (rue, and with 
the 6 stewards off the site, everything 
should have gone smooth md happy on 
the site since it was re-opened. But 
instead rtcw disputes have hroken out. 
The most recent was a stoppage of 
90 carpenters who wanted collective and 
not a gang bonus to operate on the site.' 

Although for many, this meant a drop 
in bonus earnings, they thought a col¬ 
lective scheme would unite them as they 
would all earn the same. Firms con¬ 
stantly try to keep or introduce a 
gang bonus in order to divide the 
lads one against the other. In fact, 
Sunleys tried this and it became one 

Candnued on page 3 


Apprentices Under Threat 


A FERENTICES arc the most shit-on 
section m British industry! In terms 
of wages, conditions and shopfloor rights, 
those learning a trade are worse ojf than 
anybody 

Adult workers who fail to organise to 
better their lot deserve to siilfer. But the 
welfare of apprentices at work, even 


more in the same sense as a ear 
vvtirker. riui extra pixiductivity 
means more ovcrcrov^decl buses, 
standing all day, quicker liirri- 
roujids and more spread-over shifts. 
An article in Bus .Stop says: if (the 
Government) therefore t(H}ks ujjon 
with suypicitm 4Htr signing on and 
o// time, travel ling time, journeys 
againsf the tidal flow {of passenger 
traffic) and what is considered to 
be e.we.ssive running fitne.' 

BiJsineiFs working conditions are 
ut stake aUnig with services when 
productivity deals nre drawn up. Ii 
i.s in the interest of the biisinen 
and the piihlic that the Municipal 
liii.sineii will their chiiiii,. and if they 
use the Tree rides' inetlimL what 
rnemiKT of the inihlie is going to 
gniinlde? Not me! 

P,T. 


when iheyVe in a union, depends it seems 
more on their employer than anything 
else. 

Under the apprenticeship system, lads 
are drawn into a relationship, whereby 
their cmphiyer can, without fear of much 
outside resistance, clTecttvely dictate the 
working lives of his apprentices. 

Only last week the bosses at the 
Vickers Shipbuilding Group, Barrow-in- 
Furness. where 350 engineering appren¬ 
tices have gone on strike, w'cre rubbing 
in their claim to special rights with 
regard to apprentices. 

Due to the ‘indentures* (deeds of 
apprenticeship binding, one might almost 
say enslaving, an apprentice to his cm- 
pltiyer), apprentices at Vickers are 
banned from striking. Now the manage¬ 
ment is threatening to take legal action, 
if the lads don't end their stoppage. 

This is the second time in just over a 
month in which the lads have struck 
over a management deeision to cut their 
wages, and at the time of writing the 
lads are still out. 

k seems the Vickers management, in 
cutting the lads pay without the agree¬ 
ment of the unions, has itself broken 
agreements. But this, though it justifies 
the lads action, doe.sn‘t alter the fact 
that apprentices everywhere, are very 
much at the mercy of their employers. 

B.B 


Prlaled b]^ finprin PrJntefi. Ldndoo, G,1 Fubliilitd hy f^tn. London. H/ 






















